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however, were fortunately gifted with vision and imagination,
and, when Columbus approached the court of Castile with his
proposals to discover 'new islands and mainland', the more
adventurous spirits among the pilots of Palos were able to place
at his disposal the full weight and advantage of knowledge and
experience which they had gained in the Guinea navigation.
The first Columbine voyage, seen from this angle, was not an
isolated expedition, and in some ways not even a pioneer
venture. It may rather be considered as an integral part of a
wider movement of oversea exploration, initiated by the Anda-
lusians, which had gathered momentum with each successive
voyage down the coast of Guinea. The American voyage was the
climax to their achievements in Guinea. When in 1480 their
activities in the region south of Cape Bojador had been arrested
by the Portuguese, they had directed their gaze, wisely and with
fruitful consequences, from the Canary islands westward across
the ocean sea. Accordingly, it may be asserted in conclusion
that no estimate of the importance of these Andalusian voyages
to Guinea from 1453 to 1480 would be adequate and complete,
unless it took into account, not only their contribution to the
discovery of Guinea and the development of its trade, but also
that they formed a part of the true historical background to the
discovery of America. If the opening of the route to India was
the final result of Portuguese exploration in Guinea, the dis-
covery of that to America was equally the direct outcome of
Andalusian enterprise in Guinea.
Canaries and seized his ship, a procedure which for a time threatened the
relations of Portugal and Castile, because the Canaries happened to belong
to Castile and not to Portugal. Moreover, in December 1558, three ships
were equipped in Seville to go to Guinea (Torre do Tombo, gaveta 15, ma9o
18, no. 18). It is of interest to note that Portuguese renegades assisted the
Castilians in the voyages of 1494, 1549 and 1558.